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FOUNDATION AUDITION
GUIDANCE

YEARS 7 - 9



Date: Saturday 22nd January

Students auditioning for entry onto the Theatre Arts Foundation course should
prepare the following: 

ONE memorised monologue. 
This can be free choice or from our suggested choices below. 

And 

ONE demonstration of a musical skill.
This could be a song (pop or musical theatre) a piece played on a musical
instrument, a rap, percussion, etc…

All audition pieces should be a maximum of 2 minutes in length. 

Students will perform these pieces to the panel on the day of audition in addition
to participating in a fun, improvisation-based drama workshop and music class. 

Theatre Arts Foundation Audition Requirements



Option One 
The Penguin by Heather Stephens 

CHRIS (male or female) has been caught after stealing a penguin. He shows his
teacher that he has nothing hidden in his bag this time. The teacher asks him
another brief question and CHRIS listens.  

CHRIS: I didn’t think of it as stealing;  
Didn’t know it was going to happen.  
It just came to me at the time…  
… wanting a penguin.  

(CHRIS listens to a further question)  

Easy!  
I nipped over the wall, caught the slow one  
And popped it into the bag.  
It went quiet straight away, must’ve gone to sleep in the dark.  
(Pause)  
Bag was heavy to carry for the rest of the day,  
I can tell you!  
It was only a small one!  
Penguins are heavier than they look! 

Monologue selection for Theatre Arts Foundation



Option Two 
The Resident Ghost by Jacqueline Emery 

EMMA (or ADAM) haunts an old house where she/he has ‘lived’ for the past one
hundred and fifty years. The house has been put up for sale by the family who
owned it for several generations. She has decided to test all the prospective
purchasers to see if she would like to live them.  Emma watches the
unsuspecting Mr and Mrs Jones walk around the dining room. Finally, she/he
jumps out, screaming.  

EMMA/ADAM: Whooaaaa!!! That scared you, didn’t it? You can’t actually see me,
but you know that I am here. I think I’ll have a little fun with you… After all, you
have been very rude and unkind about our family portraits, especially the large
one of Uncle Fredrick in the drawing room.  

(EMMA/ADAM runs around the room blowing on Mr Jones.) 

You didn’t like that did you? A strange draught indeed! That was just a little gentle
breeze. Wait ‘till I conjure up a huge wind.  

(She blows and blows until she falls back, exhausted.) 

Running away? Never coming back? I can move furniture too. Do you want to see
that? Watch this plate… I can focus on it… lift it from the cupboard… move it
across the room… and… whoops! It’s smashed on the floor! I didn’t mean to do
that, really, I didn’t. I only wanted to scare you!  

(Mr and Mrs Jones run out).  



Option Three
Danny Champion of the World by Roald Dahl 

DANNY (male or female) and his/her Dad have a big falling out with an
unpleasant land owner called Mr Victor Hazell. He breeds pheasants for game
shoots. Danny comes up with a plan to spoil the sport of the men with guns.
Danny and her/his Dad will have to dodge the gamekeepers, but the pheasants
might recover and fly off. 

DANNY: Dad can I ask you something? I’ve just had a bit of an idea. You know the
bottle of sleeping pills Doc Spencer gave you when you came back from hospital?
Is there any reason why those wouldn’t work on a pheasant? 

Remember the raisins, Dad? Now listen. We take a raisin. We soak it till it swells.
Then we make a tiny slit in one side of it with a razor-blade. Then we hollow it out
a little. Then we open up one of your red capsules and pour all the powder into the
raisin. Then we get a needle and thread and very carefully we sew up the slit…

Now, we have a nice clean-looking raisin chock full of sleeping-pill powder and
that ought to be enough to put any pheasant to sleep. Don’t you think so? With
this method we could prepare two hundred raisins, and all we’d have to do it
scatter them round the feeding grounds as sunset, and then walk away.



Option Four
The Demon Headmaster by Gillian Cross

Something is wrong at DINAH/DYLAN’S new school. The children are too well
behaved and she/he finds themselves conforming as well. He/she is aided by her
foster brothers in an attempt to find out the secret of the headmaster’s control.
In this scene, DYLAN/DINAH begins to realise that they and the rest of the school
are being hypnotised. 

DINAH/DYLAN: That’s it! The first day, when I went into Assembly, I didn’t look at
the Headmaster’s eyes when the others did. I closed mine. And I heard him
hypnotise everyone else. But then he caught me. I just had time to think
remember it, remember it – and then I was hypnotised and I forgot. Until Harvey
brought it back. The Headmaster hypnotises everyone in Assembly…It’s a good
way to keep everyone in order. And you know how he likes order. 

While they’re hypnotised, he tells them that to do when they wake up. And they
can’t help doing it. Lek me saying those things. And I think – I think he probably
makes us learn things, parrot-fashion, while we’re hypnotised. Then, when we’re
awake, we can remember them and write them down… We’re not learning to
think. We’re just learning to repeat things. Like robots. It looks good, but it’s no
use at all…



SPECIALISED COURSES
AUDITION GUIDANCE

YEARS 10 - 11



Dates: Saturday 22nd January

Students auditioning for entry onto the Theatre Arts Specialised (Acting) course
should prepare the following:

TWO memorised monologues. Each monologue should be from a published play
and should be no more than two minutes in length. The audition selections should
display contrasting styles, such as comic and serious, verse and prose, or classical
and contemporary.

And 

ONE demonstration of a musical skill.

This could be a song, a piece played on a musical instrument, a rap, percussion,
etc…

All audition pieces should be a maximum of 2 minutes in length. 

Students will perform these pieces to the panel on the day of audition.

Students will also be invited to participate in a drama-based workshop with a
focus on team work and acting technique. 

Theatre Arts Specialised (Acting) Audition Requirements



Date: Saturday 22nd January

Students auditioning for entry onto the Theatre Arts Specialised (Music
Performance) course should prepare the following:

TWO demonstrations of musical skill. 

This could be, but is not limited to: 

- Classical song
- Pop song 
- Musical Theatre song
- Self-accompanied song 
- Self-written song
- Playing a musical instrument
- Rap 
- Percussion 
 
And 

ONE memorised monologue.
This should be from a published play.

All audition pieces should be a maximum of 2 minutes in length. 

Students will perform these pieces to the panel on the day of audition.

Students will also be invited to participate in a music-based workshop with a
focus on ensemble skills of singing, playing and musicality.   

Theatre Arts Specialised (Music Performance) 
Audition Requirements



ADVANCED COURSES
AUDITION GUIDANCE

YEARS 12 - 13



Date: Saturday 22nd January 

Students auditioning for entry onto the Theatre Arts Specialised (Acting) course
should prepare the following:

TWO memorised monologues. Each monologue should be from a published play
and should be no more than two minutes in length. The audition selections should
display contrasting styles, such as comic and serious, verse and prose, or classical
and contemporary.

And 

ONE demonstration of a musical skill.
This could be a song, a piece played on a musical instrument, a rap, percussion,
etc…

All audition pieces should be a maximum of 2 minutes in length. 

WORKSHOP - Students will participate in a drama-based workshop with a focus on
team tasks, improvisation, acting technique and physical theatre. Student’s do
not need to prepare anything for this portion of the audition. 

INTERVIEW – During the audition day candidates will be invited to an informal
interview with the panel. Student’s do not need to prepare anything for this
portion of the audition.

Theatre Arts Advanced (Acting) Audition Requirements



Date: Saturday 22nd January

Students auditioning for entry onto the Theatre Arts Advanced (Music
Performance) course should prepare the following:    

TWO demonstrations of musical skill. This could be, but is not limited to:

Classical song  
Pop song   
Musical Theatre song  
Self-accompanied song   
Self-written song  
Playing a musical instrument  
Rap   
Percussion     

And     

ONE memorised monologue.
This should be from a published play.   

All audition pieces should be a maximum of 2 minutes in length.     

WORKSHOP - Students will participate in a music-based workshop with a focus on
ensemble skills of singing, playing and musicality. 

INTERVIEW – During the audition day candidates will be invited to an informal
interview with the panel. Student’s do not need to prepare anything for this
portion of the audition.

Theatre Arts Advanced (Music Performance) 
Audition Requirements



"The future belongs to
young people with an
education and the
imagination to create."

President Barack Obama


